Since about 10 years, the dangers arising from religious and cultural isolation and confrontation and the instrumentalization of religion for political purposes have become clear to a wider public, especially since 11th September 2001. However, religious values can equally serve as the foundation of the peaceful coexistence of various religions and to justify respect for the human dignity of others, regardless of their religious and political convictions. They can thus act as a pillar for civility. There is a rising public awareness of the necessity to seek dialogue with all that can aid us in preventing confl ict and supporting peaceful coexistence in a multireligious and multicultural society. And more and more scholars, who formerly did not touch the fi eld of religion, are taking up this fi eld. Colleagues from different disciplines: from the political sciences, from sociology, from law and from philosophy. An outstanding example is Jürgen Habermas. For decades he refused to take religion into account within his thinking of communication. For a couple of years now he is writing more and more on religion and its function for mutual understanding (Habermas 2005).
Regardless of the wide variety of conditions prevailing in different European countries it appears more and more important to study the increasingly infl uential factor of 'religion and religiosity' and its ambivalent potential for both dialogue and social confl ict and tension. Education is a vital fi eld within which this question can be addressed: The degree to which religion serves (or could potentially be made to serve) as a criterion of exclusion or prejudice in schools and universities must be investigated as well as to what degree religious discourse and dialogue in education can promote potentials for the peaceful coexistence of people in Europe. This is especially important regarding people of different cultural and religious backgrounds for whom we need to map out educational strategies to learn from each other rather than perpetuate divisions. This also requires efforts in intercultural and interreligious education. Hasenclever even extends the claim that a positive correlation between religious education and political conduct can be shown: The lesser the degree of religious education is, the greater the potential is for religious differences to be exploited as a tool for political mobilisation (Hasenclever 2003, 304) . This is the thematic background of our REDCo-project. Before the aims of REDCo will be explained, some basic facts about our project will be sketched: Within the EU-program "Citizens and Governance in a knowledge based society" In the following contribution I would like to start with an overview of the REDCo-project and continue with its theoretical background and a section about the empirical studies. In the end I would like to include information on what we have done within the fi rst 18 months and add some preliminary results.
1 The text of the EU-commission reads: "European societies have a long history of dialogue and coexistence as well as of tensions between different cultures, values and religions. The objective is to better understand the signifi cance and impact of values and religions in societies across Europe and their roles in relation to changes in society and to the emergence of European identities. STREPs [specifi c targeted research projects] and/or CAs [Co-ordination Actions] should explore the role of different values, religions and cultures in European societies from an historical perspective; their different perceptions within and across communities (e.g. ethnic, religious, national minorities, immigrant communities)-including gender aspects-either as an enrichment or a threat to their own identities. The processes leading to tolerance or intolerance and xenophobia-and their relation to changes in society-could be examined in this regard. The role of symbols and cultural heritage in the transmission and diffusion of different values (secular and religious) could be examined as well. Research could also explore how religion is sometimes being used as a political instrument and a factor in social mobilisation, solidarity or discrimination. The challenges posed by religious, ethnic and cultural diversity to legal, educational and political systems in European countries and possible ways to ensure peaceful coexistence of different value systems should be examined. The differing ways in which European countries address these issues and implement various policies and practices in this context could be examined in a comparative perspective as well as their degrees of success in achieving them." Cf. European Commission: FP6 Specifi c Programme "Integrating and Strengthening the European Research Area", Priority 7: "Citizens and Governance in a knowledge based society", Work Programme 2004 Programme -2006 
